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Hi folks,

My apologies for the late release of this month's newsletter. I've been very busy as my
business is in the middle of a totally unexpected 'blip.’ It means I'll be able to fly more
often but the downside is lack of time to pursue my liesure activities.

Yes, they are doing something!

Just another update on the status of the
i Hanuman. It's looking very good as can
be seen on the photo. If all goes well, |
understand that it could be in the air in
about one month's time!
Bill's not really doing anything, but the
other members are gainfully employed!

A Word About Maintenance.

At the August committee meeting, clarification was sought about the appropriateness of
members carrying our maintenance on club aircraft. It was noted that the sole
responsibility for all club aircraft maintenance lies with the Safety Officer so other
members may not perform any jobs without his express permission. The Safety Officer
has discretion to nominate other members to perform work on club aircraft. However,
all work must be signed off by him. Our current S.0. Is Phil Budding.

Whilst on this subject, I've been concerned for some time about the difficulties
encountered by new committee members. They commonly struggle with their new
responsibilities because of the lack of guidelines. Because of this, | intend preparing a
set of Standard Operating Procedures for all Committee Roles.

Waipukurau woes.

Despite my writing to the Waipukurau Club Secretary to ask for details of the 'thicko’
from the MMC who apparently landed on their closed runway recently, I've had no
response. | asked for the aircraft registration, aircraft type or pilot's name, but - silence!
| guess we'll never know!


http://www.manawatumicrolightclub.org.nz/
http://www.manawatumicrolightclub.org.nz/
mailto:tql@inspire.net.nz

Thanks to Leo who sent me excerpts from a book he read recetntly. The material was

Ian Johnstone recalls the aviation antics of the late Ran Macdonald, a North
Canterbury farmer who had an unenviable reputation for nearly always
turning an intended routine flight into an adventure. Ran, known for his
entrepreneurial skills, was a well-liked and successful farmer. He had a droll
sense of humour and, as these stories suggest, he might have been an
interesting person to fly with.

The one-wheeled Auster

¢

Ran Macdonald was one of Canterbury’s early private fliers. He took up
flying after losing his driving licence in one of the first drink-related offences.
Living on his own at Blythe Down, a very long way from town, he boughtan
Auster to overcome his self-inflicted transport problems. He used the
aeroplane extensively, not only for commuting, but around the farm, and for
social visits.

‘One weekend he flew his house guest on the regular spring lambing beat
- asomewhat flamboyant use of an aeroplane as a modern farm tool. Spotting
a cast ewe he landed alongside, got her back on her feet, jumped back in the
Auster and flew away - well, almost. The casterly coastal breeze had gotup, and
just as the Auster was getting airborne, it drifted into the low ridge on the
starboard side. The contact was brief, but positive. Ran’s Auster was, however,
still flying,.

‘Ran’s passenger, who was on the same side of the acroplane as the ridge,
was, predictably, alarmed by the unscheduled hillside encounter. The pilot
told him to have a look out of his window and see if he could see any damage.
Although no aviator, he realised that where there had beena wheel, there now
wasn’t one. He passed this bit of information to the pilot who, without further
comment, changed direction and increased altitude. The bewildered passen-
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ger sat for some time before enquiring as to where they were going,
“Christchurch,” quipped the pilot. “If we wreck the aeroplane it won’t be so
far to cart it for repair.”

‘Austers in those days had no radio, and the approach to the airport had
to be unscheduled and unannounced. To gain attention Ran flew past the
tower. The controllers gave the pilot “reds”, prohibiting him from landing -
until they saw the half-unretracted undercart. Ran then received an instant
“green” while a collection of fire appliances went into action.

‘For Ran and his perplexed passenger, the closing moments of the flight
were an anti-climax. The approach onto the grass sector was normal, the
touchdown perfect and, with some very skilful power manipulacion, the
Auster rolled on one wheel until it stopped. Finally, it very gently fell over,

. . . )
causing the minimum of damage.

Now, a test for idiocy
Below are four (4 ) questions and a bonus question. You have to answer them instantly.
You can't take your time, answer all of them immediately OK?

Let's find out just how clever you really are....
First Question:

You are participating in a race. You overtake the second person. What position are
you in?

Answer: If you answered that you are first, then you are
absolutely wrong! If you overtake the second person, you take his place, so you are second!

Try not to screw up next time.

Now answer the second question,

but don't take as much time as you took for the first one, OK ?
Second Question:

If you overtake the last person, then you are...?

Tell me, how can you overtake the LAST Person? You're not very good at this, are you?

Third Question:



Very tricky arithmetic! Note: This must be done in your head only.
Do NOT use paper and pencil or a calculator. Try it.

Take 1000 and add 40 to it.. Now add another 1000 . Now add 30 .
Add another 1000 . Now add 20 . Now add another 1000
Now add 10 . What is the total?

Did you get 50007?

The correct answer is actually 4100.

If you don't believe it, check it with a calculator! Today is definitely not your day, is it?
Maybe you'll get the last question right....

Fourth Question:
Mary's father has five daughters: 1. Nana, 2. Nene, 3. Nini, 4. Nono. What is the
name of the fifth daughter?

Did you Answer Nunu?
NO! Of course it isn't.
Her name is Mary. Read the question again!

Okay, now the bonus round:
I may have sent this one before. I'm never sure.

A mute person goes into a shop and wants to buy a toothbrush. By
imitating the action of brushing his teeth he successfully

expresses himself to the shopkeeper and the purchase is

made. Next, a blind man comes into the shop who wants to buy a pair of
sunglasses; how does HE indicate what he wants?

ANSWER

He just has to open his mouth and ask....

It's really very simple.... Like you! of 96! Bert has kindly donated his impressive library of
aviation related books to the club which are now available in the club room. We
appreciate Bert's kind gesture and will arrange to give him a lift from his home to the
club occasionally.

Airfield Safety.
The recent mid - air collision near the field was an absolute tragedy and seems to have

had the effect of prompting pilots to make clear, audible and timely radio calls. What a
pity that it took the deaths of 2 people to bring about the change!

Bring back the books!



| note that a large number of the Aviation Books donated to the club by Bert Cheyne
have disappeared. | hope they have only been borrowed so if you have taken some from
the club, can you please contact me?

Barry

Events Calendar

_Club Barbecue, Next Sunday, 15t August

Tail Dragger Day. Bridge Pa Airfield on 11" September

Whoo's Who of the Manawatu Microlight Club

1 Patron Rex Thompson
1 President Ed Evenbly
1 Vice President Neil Colliver
1 Secretary Barry Nolan
1 Treasurer R Dixon
7 Club Captain Colin Mc Millan
1 CFI Bill Penman
1 Club Safety Officer Phil Budding
1 Fuel Officer Bill Steel
1

Committee:

Peter Donald, Pete Kernohan, Peter Gene, Stewart Picken, Frank Vanderhulst

Items For Sale and Wanted
No items listed this month.

How to pay Flying and Membership fees online

Go to your bank and type in the clubzs Bank Ac no 030626 0071863 00

Then, in:

1 Box one: Type the date

9 Box two: Your name,

1 Box three: registration,

1 Then enter the amount in the appreciate box.

Each flight is to be entered as a separate transaction, i.e. if you have flown 2/3
flights in a day, week ,month, then EACH flightMUST be entered separately. Do not add
up several flights and enter one amount because | will not be able to separate them and
they will not be signed off in the flight logs.



Test for Idiocy
Below are four (4 ) questions and a bonus question. You have to answer them
instantly. You can't take your time, answer all of them immediately OK?

Let's find out just how clever you really are....
First Question:

You are participating in a race. You overtake the second person. What position are
you in?

Answer: If you answered that you are first, then you are
absolutely wrong! If you overtake the second person, you take his place, so
you are second!

Try not to screw up next time.
Now answer the second question,
but don't take as much time as you took for the first one, OK ?

Second Question:
If you overtake the last person, then you are...?

Answer: If you answered that you are second to last, then you are wrong again.
Tell me, how can you overtake the LAST Person? You're not very good at this, are you?
Third Question:

Very tricky arithmetic! Note: This must be done in your head only.
Do NOT use paper and pencil or a calculator. Try it.

Take 1000 and add 40 to it.. Now add another 1000 . Now add 30 .
Add another 1000 . Now add 20 . Now add another 1000

Now add 10 . What is the total?

Did you get 50007

The correct answer is actually 4100.

If you don't believe it, check it with a calculator! Today is definitely not your day, is it?
Maybe you'll get the last question right....



Fourth Question:
Mary's father has five daughters: 1. Nana, 2. Nene, 3. Nini, 4. Nono. What is the
name of the fifth daughter?

Did you Answer Nunu?
NO! Of course it isn't.
Her name is Mary. Read the question again!

Okay, now the bonus round:
I may have sent this one before. I'm never sure.

A mute person goes into a shop and wants to buy a toothbrush. By
imitating the action of brushing his teeth he successfully

expresses himself to the shopkeeper and the purchase is

made. Next, a blind man comes into the shop who wants to buy a pair of
sunglasses; how does HE indicate what he wants?

ANSWER
He just has to open his mouth and ask....
It's really very simple.... Like you!



